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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3

STORY POINT: JESUS TAUGHT THAT WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes Jesus different than other teachers?

One night, a religious man came to see Jesus. The man’s name was Nicodemus.
Nicodemus wanted to know more about Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we know that
You are a teacher who has come from God. No one could do
the miracles You do unless God were with him.”
Jesus said, “I tell you: Unless someone is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Now Nicodemus was confused. “How
can anyone be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked.
Jesus said, “A person cannot enter
God’s kingdom unless he is born
of water and the Spirit.” When
a baby is born, he gets physical
life from his parents. Physical
life doesn’t last forever. But the
Spirit gives people a better kind
of life—spiritual life—so they
can live with God forever. Jesus
said, “Don’t be surprised I told
you that you must be born again.”
Nicodemus still didn’t understand.
“How is this possible?” he asked.
Jesus said, “Do you remember
how Moses raised up the bronze snake
in the wilderness? Everyone who looked
at it was healed. Like that, the Son of Man
will be raised up, so that everyone who believes
in Him will have eternal life.”
Then Jesus said, “God loved the world in this way:
He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
Christ Connection: Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not
do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift that comes only from God. God showed
His love in this way: He sent His one and only Son to save the world. Everyone who
believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.

• How is a person “born again”?
• What can you do if you don’t understand something you read
in the Bible?
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Jesus and Nicodemus
Bible Passage: John 3
Story Point: Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s great plan.
PreK Activity Page
Lead children to circle the items needed to care for a baby and draw an X over the items
that a baby does not need.
Say • Good job deciding what a baby needs. A baby can’t do anything for himself. He
needs someone to feed him, dress him, and change his diapers. In our Bible story
today, Jesus explained how all of us are kind of like babies. We need someone to do for
us what we can’t do for ourselves. Listen closely to see what He meant.
Bible Story
A man named Nicodemus taught people about God’s law. Nicodemus wanted to know
more about Jesus, so he went to see Jesus at night. Nicodemus said, “We know God
sent You. No one could do the things You do if God was not with him.” Jesus said, “You
must be born again to see God’s kingdom.” Nicodemus was confused. “How can a man
be born when he is old?” Jesus was not talking about when a baby is born. Jesus was
talking about a change that happens on the inside when we trust in Jesus. Jesus said that
God loved the world so He sent His Son, Jesus. Whoever believes in Jesus will have life
with God forever!
Activity: Try hard
Suggested exercises: push-ups, planks, arm circles, burpees

Challenge toddlers with various exercises, increasing how much you challenge them to
do after each successful completion. Encourage children to try even if they think they
cannot do it. Finish with an impossible request, such as lifting the roof off the classroom.
This time when children say they cannot, respond, “You are right, but God can!” Repeat
with different challenges.
Say • Trying hard and getting better at things is good, but knowing when we can’t do
something by ourselves and need God’s help is good too. Some people try really hard
to obey all of God’s laws because they think doing that will get them into heaven.
Obeying God is good, but it doesn’t get us into heaven. Getting to heaven is not
something we can do for ourselves, no matter how hard we try.
Activity: Shine a light
Tape the Bible story picture to the wall at toddler’s height. Dim the lights. Provide
flashlights and encourage toddlers to shine the light at the picture of Jesus and
Nicodemus. Make sure every toddler has a turn. Retell the Bible story.
Say • JESUS CARED FOR PEOPLE. Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night so he could
ask Jesus questions. Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan. Jesus gives us life forever
with God.

Baby Needs
INSTRUCTIONS:

Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 21 • Session 3

Circle the items needed to care for a baby. Draw an X over the items that are not needed to care for a baby.

Jesus and Nicodemus
BIBLE STORY:

• Nicodemus visited Jesus.
• Jesus told Nicodemus people can
get a better kind of life from God.
• Jesus said anyone who believes in
Him will have eternal life.
• Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s
great plan.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:16

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• What makes people special? People
are special because God made us in
His own image.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• How is the life God gives better
than the life we got from our
parents?
• Can we earn life forever with God?
• What did Jesus do so we can have
life forever with God?
• How can we get eternal life?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Memorize John 3:16 as a family.
• Prepare a meal to take to a family
with a new baby. Pray for the baby
and family. Talk about how babies
are a gift from God and eternal life
is a gift from God too.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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For God loved the world in this
way: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.
John 3:16
Key Passage (CSB®) • Kids • Unit 21 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3

STORY POINT: JESUS TAUGHT THAT WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes Jesus different than other teachers?

One night, a religious man came to see Jesus. The man’s name was Nicodemus.
Nicodemus wanted to know more about Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we know that
You are a teacher who has come from God. No one could do
the miracles You do unless God were with him.”
Jesus said, “I tell you: Unless someone is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Now Nicodemus was confused. “How
can anyone be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked.
Jesus said, “A person cannot enter
God’s kingdom unless he is born
of water and the Spirit.” When
a baby is born, he gets physical
life from his parents. Physical
life doesn’t last forever. But the
Spirit gives people a better kind
of life—spiritual life—so they
can live with God forever. Jesus
said, “Don’t be surprised I told
you that you must be born again.”
Nicodemus still didn’t understand.
“How is this possible?” he asked.
Jesus said, “Do you remember
how Moses raised up the bronze snake
in the wilderness? Everyone who looked
at it was healed. Like that, the Son of Man
will be raised up, so that everyone who believes
in Him will have eternal life.”
Then Jesus said, “God loved the world in this way:
He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
Christ Connection: Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not
do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift that comes only from God. God showed
His love in this way: He sent His one and only Son to save the world. Everyone who
believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.

• How is a person “born again”?
• What can you do if you don’t understand something you read
in the Bible?
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Jesus and Nicodemus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3
STORY POINT: Jesus taught that we must be born again.
Prompt kids to tell about times they needed extra help to understand something.
Say • All of us need help understanding new things. That’s what makes teachers so
great! Today, we will learn about a time a man went to Jesus to learn more about
Jesus—and the man who went to Jesus was a religious leader who usually taught
others!
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – Jesus and Nicodemus
Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He studied and taught God’s law, and he tried very hard to obey the
law. Nicodemus recognized that there was something different about Jesus. He spoke with
authority, not just like someone teaching about truths, but someone who actually knew and
experienced the very truths that He was teaching about. Nicodemus also saw the miracles that
Jesus was performing and he wanted to know more about Jesus.
Nicodemus may have initiated the conversation, but Jesus chose the subject. Jesus said, “I tell
you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus was
confused. He thought that keeping all God’s laws was how a person got into heaven. Besides,
what Jesus said didn’t make any sense to him! “How can anyone be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked.
Jesus explained that spiritual birth is not unlike physical birth in that a person cannot do it himself;
it is something that happens to him. When a baby is born, he gets physical life from his parents.
Physical life doesn’t last forever. But the Spirit gives people a better kind of life—spiritual
life—so they can live with God forever.
Nicodemus still didn’t understand. Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an Old Testament account, the
disobedient Israelites and the bronze snake. He reminded Nicodemus how Moses raised up the
bronze snake in the wilderness and how everyone who looked at it was healed. He pointed out
that the Israelites could not help themselves, but when they trusted in God and looked to the
bronze snake lifted up on the pole, they were healed. (Num. 21:4-9). Then Jesus told
Nicodemus about God’s great plan. God did not send His Son to declare the world guilty,
but to save the world. Jesus said, “God loved the world in this way: He gave His one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. Jesus
explained that like the story of the bronze snake, the Son of Man will be raised up, so that
everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life.
Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not do anything to earn it. Every person is
born a sinner—spiritually dead and separated from God. Eternal life is a gift that comes only from
God. It is by God’s Spirit—not our own effort—that we are born again. We look to Jesus and His
finished work on the cross for our salvation.
Prompt kids to think about how it feels to trust in Jesus. Guide them to discuss how something can
be true regardless of our feelings.

Gospel Plan
INSTRUCTIONS:

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 21 • Session 3
Jesus and Nicodemus

Draw each symbol from the Gospel plan in the correct space.

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• A religious leader named
Nicodemus wanted to learn more
about Jesus.
• Jesus and Nicodemus met at night,
and Jesus told Nicodemus about
God's plan to save the world.
• Jesus taught that we must be born
again.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:16

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• What makes people special? People
are special because we are made in
God’s image, as male and female, to
know Him.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What does it mean to be born
again?
• How did God show His love for
the world?
• Who can be saved? (See
Romans 10:13.)
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Practice sharing the gospel as a
family. Discuss people your kids
know who might need to hear
about Jesus. Make a plan to invite
those friends over with their
families to show them love.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP

© 2019 LifeWay
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For God loved the world in this
way: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.
John 3:16
Key Passage (CSB®) • Kids • Unit 21 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3

STORY POINT: JESUS TAUGHT THAT WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes Jesus different than other teachers?

One night, a religious man came to see Jesus. The man’s name was Nicodemus.
Nicodemus wanted to know more about Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we know that
You are a teacher who has come from God. No one could do
the miracles You do unless God were with him.”
Jesus said, “I tell you: Unless someone is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Now Nicodemus was confused. “How
can anyone be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked.
Jesus said, “A person cannot enter
God’s kingdom unless he is born
of water and the Spirit.” When
a baby is born, he gets physical
life from his parents. Physical
life doesn’t last forever. But the
Spirit gives people a better kind
of life—spiritual life—so they
can live with God forever. Jesus
said, “Don’t be surprised I told
you that you must be born again.”
Nicodemus still didn’t understand.
“How is this possible?” he asked.
Jesus said, “Do you remember
how Moses raised up the bronze snake
in the wilderness? Everyone who looked
at it was healed. Like that, the Son of Man
will be raised up, so that everyone who believes
in Him will have eternal life.”
Then Jesus said, “God loved the world in this way:
He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
Christ Connection: Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not
do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift that comes only from God. God showed
His love in this way: He sent His one and only Son to save the world. Everyone who
believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.

• How is a person “born again”?
• What can you do if you don’t understand something you read
in the Bible?
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Jesus and Nicodemus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3
STORY POINT: Jesus taught that we must be born again.
Prompt kids to tell about times they needed extra help to understand something.
Say • All of us need help understanding new things. That’s what makes teachers so
great! Today, we will learn about a time a man went to Jesus to learn more about
Jesus—and the man who went to Jesus was a religious leader who usually taught
others!
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – Jesus and Nicodemus
Nicodemus was a Pharisee. He studied and taught God’s law, and he tried very hard to obey the
law. Nicodemus recognized that there was something different about Jesus. He spoke with
authority, not just like someone teaching about truths, but someone who actually knew and
experienced the very truths that He was teaching about. Nicodemus also saw the miracles that
Jesus was performing and he wanted to know more about Jesus.
Nicodemus may have initiated the conversation, but Jesus chose the subject. Jesus said, “I tell
you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus was
confused. He thought that keeping all God’s laws was how a person got into heaven. Besides,
what Jesus said didn’t make any sense to him! “How can anyone be born when he is old?”
Nicodemus asked.
Jesus explained that spiritual birth is not unlike physical birth in that a person cannot do it himself;
it is something that happens to him. When a baby is born, he gets physical life from his parents.
Physical life doesn’t last forever. But the Spirit gives people a better kind of life—spiritual
life—so they can live with God forever.
Nicodemus still didn’t understand. Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an Old Testament account, the
disobedient Israelites and the bronze snake. He reminded Nicodemus how Moses raised up the
bronze snake in the wilderness and how everyone who looked at it was healed. He pointed out
that the Israelites could not help themselves, but when they trusted in God and looked to the
bronze snake lifted up on the pole, they were healed. (Num. 21:4-9). Then Jesus told
Nicodemus about God’s great plan. God did not send His Son to declare the world guilty,
but to save the world. Jesus said, “God loved the world in this way: He gave His one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. Jesus
explained that like the story of the bronze snake, the Son of Man will be raised up, so that
everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life.
Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not do anything to earn it. Every person is
born a sinner—spiritually dead and separated from God. Eternal life is a gift that comes only from
God. It is by God’s Spirit—not our own effort—that we are born again. We look to Jesus and His
finished work on the cross for our salvation.
Prompt kids to think about how it feels to trust in Jesus. Guide them to discuss how something can
be true regardless of our feelings.

Once or Twice

Use the key to decode the phrase
that describes becoming God’s child
and receiving eternal life.

Crossing Paths

Use the clues and references from John 3 to complete the crossword puzzle.

ACROSS
1. Jesus said a person must be
again. (verse 3)
3. Jesus told how to enter the
of God. (verse 3)
7. Nicodemus knew
was from God. (verse 2)
9. a type of religious ruler of the Jews (verse 1)
10. Everyone who believes in Jesus has
life. (verse 16)
DOWN
2. the animal Moses lifted
up on a pole (verse 14)
4. the teacher who visited
Jesus (verses 9-10)
5. Jesus talked about this Old
Testament person. (verse 14)

6. Jesus came to save the
. (verse 17)
8. Jesus said we must be born of water and
the
. (verse 5)
11. time of day when Jesus and Nicodemus met
(verse 2)

Unit 21, Session 3: Jesus and Nicodemus
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For God loved the world in this
way: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life.
John 3:16
Key Passage (CSB®) • Kids • Unit 21 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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