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Jesus Called Disciples
Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6

STORY POINT: JESUS CALLED DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Do you follow Jesus? Why or why not?

Jesus traveled around, preaching about God and telling people to turn away
from their sins. Large crowds followed Jesus around and listened to Him teach.
One day, Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee. He
saw two brothers: Simon (who was called Peter) and
Andrew. Jesus called out, “Follow Me, and I will
teach you to fish for people!” Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets and followed Jesus. Later,
He saw two more brothers, James and
John. Jesus called out to them. They got
up, left their father and the boat, and
followed Jesus.
Jesus went on and saw a man
named Matthew. Jesus called out
to him, “Follow Me!” So Matthew
got up, left everything behind,
and followed Jesus. Matthew had
a big feast for Jesus at his house.
Many tax collectors and sinners
came to eat with Jesus and His
disciples. The religious leaders
complained to the disciples, “Why
does your Teacher eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus
heard the religious leaders and said,
“I did not come to invite good people; I
came to invite sinners to turn back to God.”
Later, Jesus gathered His followers and
chose 12 of them to be His apostles. These are the
men Jesus chose: Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.
Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people
from their sins. This is great news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and
we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the
good news about Jesus.

• How can God use our weakness for His glory?
• What kinds of things might you have to leave behind to follow
Jesus? Discuss the costs and rewards of following Jesus.
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Jesus Called Disciples
Bible Passage: Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6
Story Point: Jesus obeyed God’s plan.
Key Passage: John 3:30
Christ connection: Jesus’ friends love Him and tell others about Him.
PreK Activity Page
Guide children to draw lines connecting the matching fish.
Say • There are many kinds of fish in this picture! You did a good job of matching the
fish. In our Bible story today, Jesus chose disciples to follow Him. Several of the
disciples were fishermen. Jesus told them He would teach them to fish for people!
Listen to the Bible story to find out what Jesus meant.
Bible Story
When Jesus was ready to teach, Jesus chose disciples, or special friends who learned
from Him. As Jesus walked near the sea, He told two fishermen named Simon and
Andrew, “Follow Me, and I will make you fish for people.” Right away, they followed him.
He called to James and John while they were helping their father fix fishing nets. James
and John left their father with the nets and followed Jesus! Then Jesus called Matthew—a
tax collector. Jesus chose twelve men to follow Him: Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, another James, Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas.
These twelve friends followed Jesus, listened to Him teach, and saw Him heal people and
do many miracles.
Activity: Drop everything
Invite children to play freely, but explain that when you say, “Follow me, [child’s name],”
that child must stop and follow you in a walk around the room. Repeat with each child;
then retell the Bible story.
Say • Jesus chose twelve disciples who dropped everything to follow Him. JESUS
OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.
Snack and Review
Serve fish-shaped crackers for snack. Comment that several of the men that Jesus chose
as His disciples were fishermen. Remind children that Jesus chose disciples to follow
Him. He told them to tell people about Him. People all over the world need to know about
Jesus.
What were Simon Peter and Andrew doing when Jesus saw them? (fishing)
What did Jesus say to them? (“Follow Me, and I will teach you to fish for people.”)
What was the special job Jesus gave His disciples? (work with Jesus and tell others
about Him)
Jesus taught His disciples about God’s plan. Jesus said His friends would “fish for people”
by telling them about God’s plan to rescue people from sin. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S
PLAN. People who love Jesus are also His disciples.

Match the Fish
INSTRUCTIONS:

Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 20 • Session 4
Jesus Called Disciples

Draw lines connecting the matching fish.

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• Jesus chose disciples to follow Him.
• Jesus chose fishermen named Peter,
Andrew, James, and John.
• Jesus chose a tax collector named
Matthew.
• Jesus chose 12 men in all who left
everything and followed Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:30

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to rescue
sinners.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• In Bible times, disciples chose their
teacher. Why is it special that Jesus
chose His own disciples?
• What did Jesus say to the religious
leaders who thought Jesus should
not be friends with certain people?
• Who needs to hear about Jesus?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Play a family game of “Duck,
Duck, Goose” except say, “I choose,
I choose, you!” Talk about how
Jesus chose disciples to follow Him.
• If possible, go fishing with another
family. Talk about what Jesus
meant about fishing for people.
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“He must become greater;
I must become less.”
John 3:30
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Jesus Called Disciples
Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6

STORY POINT: JESUS CALLED DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Do you follow Jesus? Why or why not?

Jesus traveled around, preaching about God and telling people to turn away
from their sins. Large crowds followed Jesus around and listened to Him teach.
One day, Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee. He
saw two brothers: Simon (who was called Peter) and
Andrew. Jesus called out, “Follow Me, and I will
teach you to fish for people!” Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets and followed Jesus. Later,
He saw two more brothers, James and
John. Jesus called out to them. They got
up, left their father and the boat, and
followed Jesus.
Jesus went on and saw a man
named Matthew. Jesus called out
to him, “Follow Me!” So Matthew
got up, left everything behind,
and followed Jesus. Matthew had
a big feast for Jesus at his house.
Many tax collectors and sinners
came to eat with Jesus and His
disciples. The religious leaders
complained to the disciples, “Why
does your Teacher eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus
heard the religious leaders and said,
“I did not come to invite good people; I
came to invite sinners to turn back to God.”
Later, Jesus gathered His followers and
chose 12 of them to be His apostles. These are the
men Jesus chose: Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.
Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people
from their sins. This is great news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and
we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the
good news about Jesus.

• How can God use our weakness for His glory?
• What kinds of things might you have to leave behind to follow
Jesus? Discuss the costs and rewards of following Jesus.
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Jesus Called Disciples
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6
Session Starter
Disciples are students and learners. Jesus’ disciples studied Him, learned to obey Him
and followed Him. The men Jesus called were not people without sin. Jesus knew that if
people were righteous—their hearts and actions lined up with God’s Word—then He
wouldn’t have needed to come to earth. But people are NOT righteous, and God’s plan
required that Jesus come to earth as a human. Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to obey His Father’s plan and rescue sinners.
Prompt kids to think about whether they are disciples of Jesus? Do they study Jesus in
God’s Word and are they learning to obey Him and actively following Him in their daily
lives?
Prompt them to think about their own plans and hopes for the future and how that might
change if they could trust and value God’s plan for their lives more than their own plan.
Guide them to discuss what makes it easy—or hard—to trust in God’s plan and how
grateful we are that Jesus trusted and obeyed in God’s plan for His life in order to save us
and to glorify Him!
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – Jesus Called Disciples
Review & Discussion
The disciples were busy when Jesus showed up yet they valued Him enough that they
immediately left what they were doing and followed Him. They left jobs, security,
familiarity - even family.
In those days, only the best students approached teachers and asked to follow them yet
Jesus as the teacher chose the disciples (students) and asked them to follow Him. In
John 15:16 Jesus says “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.” Do you realize that
we too are called to faith in Jesus and to be His disciples?This means that by the power
of our witness and testimony given to us by God, we too can share the gospel message
of Jesus with others and invite them to follow Jesus, too!
What does it mean to follow Jesus? Prompt kids to recognize that following Jesus
means trusting Him, obeying Him, and telling others about Him. (Matt. 16:24)
What do you think might keep someone from following Jesus? Help kids
understand that everyone follows something, and we follow what we value the most.
Some people live for family and friends, for themselves, for popularity, or for money.
The Bible says we must follow Jesus and nothing else. We can pray that God will soften
the hearts of those who do not follow Jesus so that they would come to know and love
Him. Who can we pray for today and be asking God who He wants you to share Jesus
with today? How glorious it is that God loves us and invites us to follow Him!

A Change of Pace
INSTRUCTIONS:

Circle the seven differences between the two versions of the Bible story art.

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 20 • Session 4
Jesus Called Disciples
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• Jesus called disciples to follow Him.
• Jesus told Peter and Andrew that
He would teach them to fish for
people.
• James and John left their father to
follow Jesus.
• Jesus called a tax collector named
Matthew to follow Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:30

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to obey His
Father’s plan and rescue sinners.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why do you think Jesus' disciples
left everything to follow Jesus?
• What might we need to leave
behind to follow Jesus?
• What do we gain when we follow
Jesus?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Take your family fishing. Discuss
the need to use special tools, like
fishing poles and nets, to catch
fish. Discuss what special tools a
Christian might use to help people
follow Jesus.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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Jesus Called Disciples
Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6

STORY POINT: JESUS CALLED DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Do you follow Jesus? Why or why not?

Jesus traveled around, preaching about God and telling people to turn away
from their sins. Large crowds followed Jesus around and listened to Him teach.
One day, Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee. He
saw two brothers: Simon (who was called Peter) and
Andrew. Jesus called out, “Follow Me, and I will
teach you to fish for people!” Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets and followed Jesus. Later,
He saw two more brothers, James and
John. Jesus called out to them. They got
up, left their father and the boat, and
followed Jesus.
Jesus went on and saw a man
named Matthew. Jesus called out
to him, “Follow Me!” So Matthew
got up, left everything behind,
and followed Jesus. Matthew had
a big feast for Jesus at his house.
Many tax collectors and sinners
came to eat with Jesus and His
disciples. The religious leaders
complained to the disciples, “Why
does your Teacher eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus
heard the religious leaders and said,
“I did not come to invite good people; I
came to invite sinners to turn back to God.”
Later, Jesus gathered His followers and
chose 12 of them to be His apostles. These are the
men Jesus chose: Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.
Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people
from their sins. This is great news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and
we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the
good news about Jesus.

• How can God use our weakness for His glory?
• What kinds of things might you have to leave behind to follow
Jesus? Discuss the costs and rewards of following Jesus.
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Jesus Called Disciples
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6
Session Starter
Disciples are students and learners. Jesus’ disciples studied Him, learned to obey Him
and followed Him. The men Jesus called were not people without sin. Jesus knew that if
people were righteous—their hearts and actions lined up with God’s Word—then He
wouldn’t have needed to come to earth. But people are NOT righteous, and God’s plan
required that Jesus come to earth as a human. Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to obey His Father’s plan and rescue sinners.
Prompt kids to think about whether they are disciples of Jesus? Do they study Jesus in
God’s Word and are they learning to obey Him and actively following Him in their daily
lives?
Prompt them to think about their own plans and hopes for the future and how that might
change if they could trust and value God’s plan for their lives more than their own plan.
Guide them to discuss what makes it easy—or hard—to trust in God’s plan and how
grateful we are that Jesus trusted and obeyed in God’s plan for His life in order to save us
and to glorify Him!
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – Jesus Called Disciples
Review & Discussion
The disciples were busy when Jesus showed up yet they valued Him enough that they
immediately left what they were doing and followed Him. They left jobs, security,
familiarity - even family.
In those days, only the best students approached teachers and asked to follow them yet
Jesus as the teacher chose the disciples (students) and asked them to follow Him. In
John 15:16 Jesus says “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.” Do you realize that
we too are called to faith in Jesus and to be His disciples?This means that by the power
of our witness and testimony given to us by God, we too can share the gospel message
of Jesus with others and invite them to follow Jesus, too!
What does it mean to follow Jesus? Prompt kids to recognize that following Jesus
means trusting Him, obeying Him, and telling others about Him. (Matt. 16:24)
What do you think might keep someone from following Jesus? Help kids
understand that everyone follows something, and we follow what we value the most.
Some people live for family and friends, for themselves, for popularity, or for money.
The Bible says we must follow Jesus and nothing else. We can pray that God will soften
the hearts of those who do not follow Jesus so that they would come to know and love
Him. Who can we pray for today and be asking God who He wants you to share Jesus
with today? How glorious it is that God loves us and invites us to follow Him!

The Twelve

Find and circle each disciple’s name in the word search.
(Note: The name James appears twice.)
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Connection Point

Decode the messages. (Hint: 1 = A, 2 = B, 3 = C, …)

Jesus told His disciples to

20 – 5 – 12 – 12

We are Jesus’ disciples when we

15 – 20 – 8 – 5 – 18 – 19

20 – 18 – 21 – 19 – 20

Everyone in the world needs to hear

20 – 8 – 5

9 – 14

7 – 15 – 15 – 4

1 – 2 – 15 – 21 – 20

8 – 9 – 13

8 – 9 – 13

.

.

14 – 5 – 23 – 19

1 – 2 – 15 – 21 – 20

10 – 5 – 19 – 21 – 19

Unit 20, Session 4: Jesus Called Disciples
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Jesus Called Disciples
Matthew 4; 9; Mark 1–3; Luke 5–6

STORY POINT: JESUS CALLED DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• Do you follow Jesus? Why or why not?

Jesus traveled around, preaching about God and telling people to turn away
from their sins. Large crowds followed Jesus around and listened to Him teach.
One day, Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee. He
saw two brothers: Simon (who was called Peter) and
Andrew. Jesus called out, “Follow Me, and I will
teach you to fish for people!” Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets and followed Jesus. Later,
He saw two more brothers, James and
John. Jesus called out to them. They got
up, left their father and the boat, and
followed Jesus.
Jesus went on and saw a man
named Matthew. Jesus called out
to him, “Follow Me!” So Matthew
got up, left everything behind,
and followed Jesus. Matthew had
a big feast for Jesus at his house.
Many tax collectors and sinners
came to eat with Jesus and His
disciples. The religious leaders
complained to the disciples, “Why
does your Teacher eat and drink
with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus
heard the religious leaders and said,
“I did not come to invite good people; I
came to invite sinners to turn back to God.”
Later, Jesus gathered His followers and
chose 12 of them to be His apostles. These are the
men Jesus chose: Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot.
Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth to show what God is like and to save people
from their sins. This is great news! Jesus told His disciples to tell others about Him, and
we are Jesus’ disciples when we trust in Him. Everyone in the world needs to hear the
good news about Jesus.

• How can God use our weakness for His glory?
• What kinds of things might you have to leave behind to follow
Jesus? Discuss the costs and rewards of following Jesus.
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