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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

John was Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son.
John was born to get people ready for Jesus.
Prepare the Way
Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide • Unit 20, Session 3
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

Jesus is God’s very own
Son. Jesus was born
to be our Savior.
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Prepare the Way
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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

John baptized people who were
sorry for their sin. John said that
Someone even better was coming
to rescue people from sin forever!
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Prepare the Way
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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

Jesus obeyed God and was baptized, but He never
sinned. Everything Jesus did made God very happy.
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Prepare the Way
Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide • Unit 20, Session 3
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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God!
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Prepare the Way
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Jesus and John Book

Instructions: Print and assemble the book. Consider laminating it.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

“He must
increase.”
John 3:30 (CSB)

He must
increase.
John 3:30 (KJV)

“He must
increase.”
John 3:30 (ESV)

“He must become
greater.”
John 3:30 (NIV)

Prepare the Way
Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide • Unit 20
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print

Key Passage Cards

Instructions: Print the cards onto colorful paper and cut them apart. Laminate the cards to use throughout the unit.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

John Pointed to Jesus
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

STORY POINT: JOHN THE BAPTIST TOLD PEOPLE TO FOLLOW JESUS.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes a good follower?
• Why might people follow something or someone other than
Jesus?

Jesus and His disciples went out into the countryside. People came to see them,
and Jesus taught the people. Many people were baptized.
Nearby, John the Baptist was baptizing people too. Some
of the people who followed John went to John.
“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you
talked about, the One who was with you on
the other side of the Jordan River? His
disciples are baptizing people, and people
are starting to follow Him.” John’s
followers were talking about Jesus.
John answered them, “You heard me
say that I am not the Messiah.”
John tried to explain by talking
about a wedding. When two
people get married, the man who
marries the bride is the groom.
His friend stands with him at the
wedding, and he is happy to be
there. The groom’s friend should
not make it about himself. This
was how John felt—like a groom’s
friend—because he was happy that
Jesus, the Messiah, had come. John
said, “Jesus must increase, but I must
decrease.”
Then John explained why Jesus was
more important than himself. Whoever
believes Jesus knows that God tells the truth. God
sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks God’s words.
The Father loves the Son and has given Him power over
everything. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life, but whoever
refuses to believe in the Son will not have eternal life.
Christ Connection: John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised
Messiah. Now that Jesus was on earth, John’s mission was complete. Jesus was greater
than John, and John joyfully stepped aside as Jesus began His earthly ministry.

• What can you tell others about Jesus?
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John Pointed to Jesus
Bible Passage: Matthew 3; John 1; 3
Story Point: John told people to follow Jesus.
Key Passage: John 3:30
Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to rescue
sinners.
Bible Story
John was teaching people about God, and Jesus was teaching people about God too.
Some of John’s followers were confused. They said to John, “Teacher, the One you
baptized in the Jordan is baptizing, and people are listening to Him!” John said, “I told you
that I was not the special King, the Messiah. I am just the one to help people get ready for
Him.” John told his followers that Jesus is like a groom—a man who is getting married—
and John is like his best friend. In a wedding, the bride and groom are the important
people! John said, “I am happy that Jesus is teaching. He is more important than me!”
Gospel Gems
John was not the Messiah.
John said Jesus is more important than him.
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.
PreK Activity Page
Invite preschoolers to connect the dots to complete the picture.
Say • A few weeks ago, we heard the Bible story of how John baptized Jesus. When
Jesus came up from the water, the sky opened and Jesus saw God’s Spirit coming
down on Him like a dove. Then God’s voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the
voice said. “I love Him, and I am very happy with Him!” Today’s Bible story is about how
John told people Jesus is most important.
Compare Jesus and John
Print and assemble the “Jesus and John Book” printable. Read the book to the children,
pointing out God’s plan for both Jesus and John. Talk about the story.
Say • John was not the Messiah, but Jesus is. John said Jesus is more important than
him. JESUS OBEYED GOD’S PLAN.
Activity: Prepare the way
Roll a large sheet of paper or table runner on the floor. Cover the path with toys, scraps of
paper, books, and other items. Invite children to clear the path so they can walk on it
without stepping on anything. Talk about how John’s job was to get people ready for
Jesus. Say • John was not the Messiah. John said Jesus is more important than him.
John wanted people to worship Jesus because Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.
Jesus is greater than anything and anyone. John told people to follow Jesus.
Jesus was the one who could rescue them. He could forgive their sin. Whoever
believes in Jesus will live forever with God in heaven.

Connect the Dots
INSTRUCTIONS:

Connect the dots to complete the picture.

Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 20 • Session 3
John Pointed to Jesus
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• John said Jesus was more important
than him.
• John’s job was to get people ready
for Jesus. Now that Jesus had come,
John’s job was finished.
• John told people to follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:30

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to rescue
sinners.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why was John not angry that Jesus’
disciples were baptizing too?
• How is the work God gave Jesus
diﬀerent than the work God gave
John?
• How can we make Jesus greater and
ourselves less in our own lives?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Give each family member a task to
complete in preparation for a guest.
When the guest arrives, say, “Now
that our guest is here, your job is
finished.” Talk about how John’s
job was finished when Jesus began
His ministry.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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“He must become greater;
I must become less.”
John 3:30

Key Passage (NIV) • Kids • Unit 20 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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John Pointed to Jesus
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

STORY POINT: JOHN THE BAPTIST TOLD PEOPLE TO FOLLOW JESUS.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes a good follower?
• Why might people follow something or someone other than
Jesus?

Jesus and His disciples went out into the countryside. People came to see them,
and Jesus taught the people. Many people were baptized.
Nearby, John the Baptist was baptizing people too. Some
of the people who followed John went to John.
“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you
talked about, the One who was with you on
the other side of the Jordan River? His
disciples are baptizing people, and people
are starting to follow Him.” John’s
followers were talking about Jesus.
John answered them, “You heard me
say that I am not the Messiah.”
John tried to explain by talking
about a wedding. When two
people get married, the man who
marries the bride is the groom.
His friend stands with him at the
wedding, and he is happy to be
there. The groom’s friend should
not make it about himself. This
was how John felt—like a groom’s
friend—because he was happy that
Jesus, the Messiah, had come. John
said, “Jesus must increase, but I must
decrease.”
Then John explained why Jesus was
more important than himself. Whoever
believes Jesus knows that God tells the truth. God
sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks God’s words.
The Father loves the Son and has given Him power over
everything. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life, but whoever
refuses to believe in the Son will not have eternal life.
Christ Connection: John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised
Messiah. Now that Jesus was on earth, John’s mission was complete. Jesus was greater
than John, and John joyfully stepped aside as Jesus began His earthly ministry.

• What can you tell others about Jesus?
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John Pointed to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; John 1; 3
K-2nd Activity Page
Invite kids to complete the “Greatest to Least” activity page. Kids will number the different
pictures in order according to which items they value most. Say • We all have different
opinions on how much we value different things, but I hope we can all agree that Jesus is
the most important and valuable of all. Today we will learn about a time John assured
people of that.
3-5th Activity Page
Invite kids to complete “On the Line” on the activity page. Guide kids to mark each item on
the scale to indicate how important it is to them. Invite volunteers to share which items they
consider to be of greater importance than others. Say • How can you tell what is most
important in someone’s life? How do you show what is most important in your life? In the
Bible story we will hear today, John the Baptist declared that it was time for him to step
aside because someone greater had come.
Session Starter
Prompt kids to discuss what the word witness means. (to see something happen; a
person who can speak with knowledge about something that he has seen happen)
Say • The word witness probably comes up most often in courtrooms, both real and
fictional. A witness is a person who can explain what he saw or heard to help prove
whether something is true. We also use the word witness to describe our ability to tell
other people about what Jesus has done in our lives.
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – John Pointed to Jesus
Review & Discussion
Why is it good to glorify Jesus? We were created by God to glorify God. When we
glorify Him in our lives, we are fulfilling our purpose, and it is good for us. Everything
God does is for His glory and our good, including creating us to worship Him.
When is it hard to glorify Jesus? Discuss situations kids may face that can fill them
with pride or arrogance. Explain that sinful pride makes it impossible to glorify Jesus.
Remind them that our gifts and talents were given by God as a way to glorify God.
When we do well, we can thank God and remind other people about His goodness
to bless us with talents or skills.
How can we learn to show humility? Explain that the first step toward humility is
understanding who Jesus is. He is God’s beloved Son. The story of our lives is
ultimately about Him, not any of us.
John the Baptist told people to follow Jesus. He wanted people to make Jesus the
center of their lives. When we love and trust Jesus, we will want to obey and glorify
Him above all things.

Greatest to Least
INSTRUCTIONS:

Number each picture below to show what you value from most (1) to least (6).

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 20 • Session 3
John Pointed to Jesus
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• John's disciples were concerned
about people following Jesus
instead of John
• John said that Jesus is more
important than anyone, including
John himself.
• John the Baptist told people to
follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: John

3:30

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to obey His
Father’s plan and rescue sinners.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why is Jesus the most important
person?
• How can we point other people to
Jesus?
• What does it mean to follow Jesus?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Play a following or instruction
game with your family—like follow
the leader or Simon says. Discuss
what it means to follow Jesus. Ask
your kids to oﬀer examples of how
they can put Jesus first in their
lives.

DOWNLOAD the
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“He must become greater;
I must become less.”
John 3:30

Key Passage (NIV) • Kids • Unit 20 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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John Pointed to Jesus
Matthew 3; John 1; 3

STORY POINT: JOHN THE BAPTIST TOLD PEOPLE TO FOLLOW JESUS.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What makes a good follower?
• Why might people follow something or someone other than
Jesus?

Jesus and His disciples went out into the countryside. People came to see them,
and Jesus taught the people. Many people were baptized.
Nearby, John the Baptist was baptizing people too. Some
of the people who followed John went to John.
“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you
talked about, the One who was with you on
the other side of the Jordan River? His
disciples are baptizing people, and people
are starting to follow Him.” John’s
followers were talking about Jesus.
John answered them, “You heard me
say that I am not the Messiah.”
John tried to explain by talking
about a wedding. When two
people get married, the man who
marries the bride is the groom.
His friend stands with him at the
wedding, and he is happy to be
there. The groom’s friend should
not make it about himself. This
was how John felt—like a groom’s
friend—because he was happy that
Jesus, the Messiah, had come. John
said, “Jesus must increase, but I must
decrease.”
Then John explained why Jesus was
more important than himself. Whoever
believes Jesus knows that God tells the truth. God
sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks God’s words.
The Father loves the Son and has given Him power over
everything. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life, but whoever
refuses to believe in the Son will not have eternal life.
Christ Connection: John the Baptist told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised
Messiah. Now that Jesus was on earth, John’s mission was complete. Jesus was greater
than John, and John joyfully stepped aside as Jesus began His earthly ministry.

• What can you tell others about Jesus?
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John Pointed to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3; John 1; 3
K-2nd Activity Page
Invite kids to complete the “Greatest to Least” activity page. Kids will number the different
pictures in order according to which items they value most. Say • We all have different
opinions on how much we value different things, but I hope we can all agree that Jesus is
the most important and valuable of all. Today we will learn about a time John assured
people of that.
3-5th Activity Page
Invite kids to complete “On the Line” on the activity page. Guide kids to mark each item on
the scale to indicate how important it is to them. Invite volunteers to share which items they
consider to be of greater importance than others. Say • How can you tell what is most
important in someone’s life? How do you show what is most important in your life? In the
Bible story we will hear today, John the Baptist declared that it was time for him to step
aside because someone greater had come.
Session Starter
Prompt kids to discuss what the word witness means. (to see something happen; a
person who can speak with knowledge about something that he has seen happen)
Say • The word witness probably comes up most often in courtrooms, both real and
fictional. A witness is a person who can explain what he saw or heard to help prove
whether something is true. We also use the word witness to describe our ability to tell
other people about what Jesus has done in our lives.
Read the Bible Story from Journal Page – John Pointed to Jesus
Review & Discussion
Why is it good to glorify Jesus? We were created by God to glorify God. When we
glorify Him in our lives, we are fulfilling our purpose, and it is good for us. Everything
God does is for His glory and our good, including creating us to worship Him.
When is it hard to glorify Jesus? Discuss situations kids may face that can fill them
with pride or arrogance. Explain that sinful pride makes it impossible to glorify Jesus.
Remind them that our gifts and talents were given by God as a way to glorify God.
When we do well, we can thank God and remind other people about His goodness
to bless us with talents or skills.
How can we learn to show humility? Explain that the first step toward humility is
understanding who Jesus is. He is God’s beloved Son. The story of our lives is
ultimately about Him, not any of us.
John the Baptist told people to follow Jesus. He wanted people to make Jesus the
center of their lives. When we love and trust Jesus, we will want to obey and glorify
Him above all things.

List of Learning

Lost and Found

List things you have learned how to do in each period of your life so
far. Then list things you think you’ll learn in the future.

Help Mary and Joseph find their way back to Jesus. Follow the path
containing the words of today’s Bible story point.
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Unit 19, Session 5: Jesus as a Child
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In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God
in the beginning.
John 1:1-2
Key Passage (NIV) • Kids • Unit 19 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print
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